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	 The CIT Art Foundation, a public-law institution established by Teresa and Rafael 
Jablonka, will stage a new exhibition of sculptures created by the American artist Michael Heizer 
at Böhm Chapel, Hürth near Cologne, beginning on April 7, 2019.


	 The exhibition will feature 7 sculptures created in the years 1988–89. The artist refers to 
the works as Object Sculptures, because they are related to prehistoric objects or tools from the 
Stone Age.

	 The sculptor said about the works to be displayed at Böhm Chapel: “The sculptures that 
I’m making are titled after prehistoric functional devices, normally tools. The majority of them are 
early prehistoric tool forms. They’re simply in many ways replicas of these things. There is 
obviously a lot of interpretation of my hand when I build them, but what I’m looking for is an 
object. Well, these objects have existed; they’re extremely interesting in their original form, and 
they seem to reoccur in the modern world. I see a lot of aerodynamic shapes in the primitive tool 
forms, these types of shapes that were internationally used by all people in the early beginnings of 
mankind. For maybe thousand of years these things were used, so I’m representing the form, but 
I’m looking at it again in a new way. And I find it a worthwhile activity to reintroduce these forms 
that in many ways are lost, to reintroduce aesthetically which is all I can do anyhow, and I hope 
that there is a transcendental modern quality to them that ultimately makes these things more than 
applications but makes them contribute as a form. The fact that they existed thousands of years 
ago does not mean that people have them indexed in their minds as sculptural forms. They have 
them indexed in their mind, if at all, as probably some obscure artifacts put away on a shelf that 
you walk by every fast in a museum and probably wouldn’t look closely at.”1

	 


 David Whitney, Michael Heizer, Waddington Galleries Limited, London, 1990, pp. 6-7.1



	 Michael Heizer (born in 1944, Berkeley, California), student at San Francisco Art Institute 
in 1963 and 1964, moved to New York in 1966. In 1967, he left New York for Nevada where he 
created, with support from Heiner Friedrich, his first sculptures directly in the desert. Heizer's 
pioneering sculptures are recognized as the first examples of land art, earthworks. One of the first 
large earthworks created by Michael Heizer was Munich Depression, 1969 (destroyed in the same 
year), for his first exhibition at the Galerie Heiner Friedrich in Munich. The most famous project 
conceived by the artist was carried out in the Nevada desert in 1969-70. The work named Double 
Negative can still be seen today (Mormon Mesa).


Major individual exhibitions:


2016	 Open Plan: Michael Heizer, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY, USA.

2012	 Michael Heizer: Actual Size, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, CA, USA.

1996	 Michael Heizer: Negative – Positive +, Fondazione Prada, Milan, Italy.

1985	 Michael Heizer: Dragged Mass Geometric, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, 	
	 NY, USA.

1984	 In Context: Michael Heizer: 45º, 90º, 180º/Geometric Extraction, Museum of Contemporary 
	 Art, Los Angeles, CA, USA.

1979	 Michael Heizer, Museum Folkwang, Essen, Germany and Kröller-Müller, Otterlo,

	 Netherlands.


Major collections:


Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, USA

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, USA

Dia: Beacon, New York, USA 

Museum of Modern Art, New York, USA

Los Angeles County Museum of Art, USA

Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, USA

Fondazione Prada, Milan, Italy 

Museum Ludwig, Cologne, Germany

Kröller-Müller Museum, Otterlo, Netherlands

	 … and many other institutions and private collections worldwide. 


More information at:

Web: www.boehmchapel.com email: info@boehmchapel.com


http://www.boehmchapel.com
mailto:info@boehmchapel.com




Michael Heizer, Prismatic Flake, 1989

modified concrete on a steel base

144.7 x 500 x 71.1 cm (57 x 197 x 28 in)

© Michael Heizer


Michael Heizer, Mano No. 2, 1988

pigmented concrete on a steel base

121.9 x 152.4 x 99.1 cm (48 x 60 x 39 in)

© Michael Heizer 


